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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 July 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Clalm(s) 1-3 and 10-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 10-17 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) ^3 is/are rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's arguments, filed 07/03/08, have been fully considered but they are 
not deemed to be persuasive. Rejections and/or objections not reiterated from previous 
office actions are hereby withdrawn. The following rejections and/or objections are 
either reiterated or newly applied. They constitute the complete set of actions being 
applied to the instant application. 

This action is final. 

Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-3, 10-17 are currently pending in this application. 
Claims 10-17 are withdrawn for being directed to non-elected subject matter by 
original presentation (see discussion below). 

Restriction Requirements 

Newly submitted claims 10-17 (invention II) are directed to an invention that is 
independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: originally 
presented claims 1-3 (invention I) are directed to a product (i.e. specific compounds), while 
the new claims 10-17 are directed to a method comprising the use of said product (i.e. specific 
compounds). The inventions represented above as invention I and II relate to a 
general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, 
they share the same or corresponding technical features. Specifically, the 
technical feature of invention I and Group II is the compounds encompassed therein. The 
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inventions lacl< unity, liowever, as the common technical feature is known in the art (US Patent 
5,314,883). Thus, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372, the inventions represented above as 
Inventions l-ll lack unity of invention under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 10-17 are withdrawn from consideration as 
being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1 .142(b) and MPEP § 821 .03. 



Amendment 

The claim amendment filed 7/3/08 is acknowledged and made of record. 
Miscellanenous 

It is noted that applicant elected 4-bromo-6- [3 -(4-chlorophenyl)propoxy] -5 -(3 - 
pyrldylmethylamino)-3 -(2H)-pyndazinone as the compound species in a response, 
received 12/03/07, at page 2, to the election of species requirement, mailed 1 1/02/07. 

Response to applicant's arguments/remarks 
Reiection under 102(b) 

This rejection is maintained as applicant's arguments are not found to be 
persuasive to overcome the rejection made of record in the Office action, mailed 
04/032/08, at page 3, and the additional reason set forth below (see applicant's 
Response, received 07/03/08, at page 2): 

a) Tanikawa et al. compounds having formula I as recited in claim 1, including 4- 
bromo-6- [3 -(4-chlorophenyl)propoxy] -5 -(3 -pyridylmethylamino)-3 -(2H)-pyridazinone 
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(= applicant's elected compound) as being effective ingredients and compositions 
comprising said compounds for treating various conditions(reference claim 14 and 
abstract). Thus, the compounds (e.g. 4-bromo-6- [3 -(4-chlorophenyl)propoxy] -5 -(3 - 
pyridylmethylamino)-3 -(2H)-pyridazinone) as taught by the cited reference are capable 
of performing the desired function. 

Nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting (ODP ) rejections 
These rejections are withdrawn. 

REJECTIONS 
Claim rejections - 35 USC 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Tanikawa 
etal. (US Patent 5,314,883). 

Tanikawa et al. teach compounds having formula I as recited in claim 1, including 
4-bromo-6- [3 -(4-chlorophenyl)propoxy] -5 -(3 -pyridylmethylamino)-3 -(2H)- 
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pyridazinone (= applicant's elected compound) as being effective ingredients and 
compositions comprising said compounds for treating various conditions(reference 
claim 14 and abstract). Further, the term "[a] vascular intimal hyperplasia inhibitor" is an 
intended use limitation, which does not impart a structural limitation to the claimed 
subject matter. Thus, since the prior art teaches the same compound as claimed (i.e. 4- 
bromo-6- [3 -(4-chlorophenyl)propoxy] -5 -(3 -pyridylmethylamino)-3 -(2H)- 
pyridazinone), said compound is capable of performing the desired function. 

Relevant Art of Record 

The below art references made of record and relied upon are considered 
pertinent to applicant's invention. 



Egi et al. teach compounds having the below structure (abstract): 




■wh&i^in t&s& sii'sab-sl is as dsfiasa La ih* speesflaisics, as a 
pbsi-tcaeaiiogicalLj- aceepsisk saS iisesesf, is m stsi'/e 

-colopsslly -ascep^ble sslt t^saecf is tbc pesest isventScja 
pis^Gt^ asgscgc'zssis wA pcs^nts^Sc ^ aiigicgcsic cited: s£ 
& drsig having STisis a^d, sad sr& ssbeIisI as sa scgbgeja^is 



Maruyama et al. (US Patent 6,369,061 ) teach compounds with the beiow 



structure and methods of treating spinal canal stenosis comprising administering an 
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effective amount of said compounds (see also reference claims 1-3). 




iSisisi or a itswsr aSsyl, X is a Salcgen atoES, a ^syano at a 
iividi:c!ige!! ^osn, Y se £ £I:qs3!:» & tr^siorsnistSsyl est a 

sbik salt. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded 
of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action Is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charlesworth Rae whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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6029. The examiner can normally be reached between 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday to 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sharmila G. Landau, can be reached at 571-272-0614. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have any questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 800-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

9 October 2008 
/C. R./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 1611 



/Sharmila Gollamudi Landau/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1611 



